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Sunday, 18 March 
 

Bus Journey to England  

 

When we met on Sunday, March 18 at 9 am everybody was excited. After  all 

students were finally on the coach our parents stood on both sides of the bus and 

waved us goodbye. We all were in a great mood ready to leave for good old England. 

Our journey started and took us through Holland, Belgium and France. After  two 

stops in Holland and Belgium  the time passed quickly because we watched 'Percy 

Jackson & the Olympians' on the coach  When we arrived at the harbor of Calais we 

had to wait a bit until we could go on the ferry to Dover. During the crossing we had 

about two hours for ourselves. In groups we went to the duty-free-shop and some of 

us enjoyed ourselves on deck where we could see the White Cliffs of Dover in the 

twilight. Back to country we had to go on the coach for another 90 minutes. It was 

already dark outside 

when we arrived in 

Hastings. We were 

even more nervous 

than before because 

one  host family after 

the other  turned up to 

pick up their students 

and everybody wanted 

to know which family 

was  theirs. At the end 

of the day  everybody 

was dog-tired and glad 

to finally  fall asleep. 

 
 
 
 
Monday, 19 March 
 
Hastings – The Old Town 

    
On the first morning of our stay we 

all had to find our way to the “bus 

stops” where our bus driver picked 

us up to take us to the boating 

lake at the seafront close to 

Hastings beach. 

 

 We were all telling each other 

about our host families 

enthusiastically when our guide 



Chris, a funny man and the host father of 

Simon, Justus and Steffen, arrived to take us 

for a walk through the Old Town.  

He told us a lot about the history of Hastings 

and we learned that Hasting has got the 

largest fishing fleet in Europe, which is 

amazing. He showed us the Fishermen 

Museum and the Old Pier which was 

destroyed by a fire and is now being rebuilt. 

We walked up small steep paths, called 

“twittens” and saw beautiful tiny houses. The 

smallest one is the “piece of  cheese 

house”, which is formed like a piece of a 

cheese. Between 1871 and 1872 two 

brothers discussed what to do with their little 

piece of land. One of them said that no house 

could be built on the plot – the other brother 

proved he could! We also walked past a 

house in which pictures were sent from one room to another for the very first time. 

This was the discovery of television. 

 

Later we climbed East Hill and visited the ruins of the famous Hastings Castle, 

which William the Conqueror built in 1066 after he had defeated the English. After a 

film  about the battle in the information centre we had lunch below the ruins in the 

sun. 



 A Visit to an English School – Anton meets RCC 
 

In the afternoon our bus took us to Robertsbridge, a town about 20 miles north of 

Hastings, where we had arranged to meet up with a group of English students from 

Robertsbridge Community College at 1.30 pm. Our bus driver dropped us off 

nearby   so we had to walk up  a street to the school. Our first impression: The 

modern concrete building looked very different from our school. But  even more 

striking was the red school uniform the pupils were wearing. 

 

 

The English teacher, 

Ms Crisford showed 

us the way to the 

Assembly Hall where 

we waited excitedly 

to meet our English 

partners. We were 

warmly welcomed by 

the principal, Mr 

Potten, who spoke to 

us in  German. Then 

two girls from 

Robertsbridge intro-

duced their school 

and town to us and 

finally Laura, Patricia and Xenia gave a small presentation about Lüdinghausen and 

our school. 

 

Then we built  two  circles of chairs, an outer for the English and an inner one  for us 

Germans. Now our “speed dating activity” 

started. We had 30 minutes to get to know each 

other. First  we spoke German for 15 minutes 

and then we switched to English for 15 minutes. 

Each of us had  a minute to talk to an individual 

pupil before there was a signal to move on, then 

the next partner  was there and a new dialogue 

started.  

We all had questions which we could ask. It was 

very funny because  the way the English 

students spoke German  sounded  very strange. 

We talked about school, likes and dislikes, our 

hobbies and other activities we do in our free 

time. Sometimes it was difficult to talk fluently 

because we didn’t always understand them or 

they weren’t always able to follow us, because 



some of them had only learned German for 2 years. All in all, the activity was great 

fun and it was a great experience  . 

Later everyone went off with one of the 

English pupils to watch a lesson. For some 

of us it was difficult to follow the lessons but 

we all liked it.  

At the end  our class met in the Assembly 

Hall again where our hosts had prepared 

some cookies and drinks for us. 

 

At 15:30 we were all sitting on the bus back 

to Hastings again where we had some free 

time. Some of our class went to the beach, 

some bought food and others went to 

Hastings Castle again which we had already 

visited in the morning. 

All in all, it was a great experience and 

interesting to get an insight into English 

school life. We enjoyed a great day and were 

looking forward to our trip to London the next 

day.  

 

 

Tuesday , 20 March - Our first day in London  
 
This morning we had to meet at the pick-up points early  where the bus picked us up 

at 8 o’clock to go to London for our first time. After about three hours we arrived at 

Cleopatra’s Needle near Embankment at the River Thames. You have got a great view 

of the river, Waterloo Bridge, London Eye and the Savoy Hotel from there.  We used 

our short stopover there to take some photos or to go to the toilet. 

  

             When we went back to the bus a 

London tourist guide joined us on 

the bus for a guided tour in 

English . Within the next  3 hours 

she gave us lots of information 

about the most important sights in 

London. We went to Buckingham 

Palace, where we had a short 

photo stop, passed the Houses of 

Parliament, Westminster Abbey 

and  a lot more places. After a long 

time of listening and watching we 

were glad to arrive at Embankment again and left  the bus to promenade to Covent 

Garden.  



 

             On our way to Covent Garden Market 

we saw lots of the typical London cabs 

and some red double decker buses and 

even an old one where you can jump on 

and off at the back. When we arrived at 

Covent Garden we spent our lunch time 

in small groups. Some of us strolled 

around all the market stalls and bought 

souvenirs, especially the I love London t-

shirts were very popular with some of the 

girls. Others just enjoyed the 

atmosphere watching some street artists 

and listening to buskers.  

              Later we walked to Trafalgar Square together where we relaxed in front of the 

National Gallery and took class  photos in  front of the lions at the bottom of  Nelson’s 

Column. 

 

 

On the way to the underground  we saw the Horse Guard Parade in Whitehall.  We 

took photos and were very impressed by them because they weren’t allowed to move 

or do anything. Just standing there and saying nothing for a few hours.  Then we 

passed the home of England’s Prime Minister, 10 Downing Street  and walked 

through St. James’s Park to get to the Tube station. We went to the National 

History Museum and saw a skeleton of a huge dinosaur and a simulation of an 

earthquake there. Finally we went back to our bus stop by underground. Two hours 

later we arrived in Hastings. 

 
 
Wednesday,  21 March 

Canterbury 

After we met at 8.30 at our pick-

up points we went to Canterbury  

where we visited the amazing 

Canterbury Cathedral. Un-

fortunately, our guided tour was 

cancelled so  each of us was 

given an audio-guide. While we 

were listening, we all filled in a 

questionnaire about the 

Cathedral which our teachers 

collected later.  The best team 

was going to get a prize. After 



this activity we had  an hour and a half of  spare time to explore the town centre and 

in the afternoon we met again at the car park to start our journey back to Hastings. 

Of course, we must not forget to mention our stopover at Ashford Outlet Centre. It 

was great fun for nearly everybody and the two hours we had for our free disposal 

were over fast. Some (girls?) were exhausted  and looking forward to a rest on the 

coach. 

When we finally  arrived in Hastings  we saw a forest fire on the West Hill, which fits 

in our topic of our English lessons  'Natural Disasters' very well! In the evening we  

had dinner in our host families. 

 
 
Thursday, 22 March – Greenwich and the Globe 

 
On Thursday we  did our second trip to London. 

At about 10.30 the bus dropped us off at 

Greenwich Park, where the Royal Observatory, 

which we wanted to visit, is located,. On our way 

through the park we enjoyed the lovely spring 

weather  and  took a break  to celebrate Steffen’s 

birthday, we sang a song and had  a lovely 

decorated cake in the shape of a caterpillar. 

 

From the Royal Observatory you have a 

breathtaking view over the skyline of London; 

you can see many of the fascinating sights of the 

city, e.g. the ” gherkin”, a striking skyscraper built 

by famous architect Sir Norman Foster, or the 

Cutty Sark.  

 

After  standing on the 

Prime-Meridian with one 

foot in the east and one foot 

in the west and visiting the 

exhibition, we went through 

Greenwich Park and 

headed for Greenwich 

Market where we had 

lunch. We knew it from our 

schoolbooks, so it was 

great to actually be there. It 

is the same with the Cutty 

Sark, which  we passed by 

on our way to  the quay on 

the River Thames. 

Unfortunately, we could 



only catch a glimpse of “her” but weren’t able to visit “her” because  the ship was still  

being renovated.  

 

Then we took a boat trip on the 

River Thames. On board the boat a 

guide accompanied us and 

explained the sights passing by.  

We saw Big Ben, London Eye, 

Canary Wharf and we also  went 

under the Tower Bridge. That was 

a unique experience and we took a 

lot of photos.  

After our boat cruise, we walked 

past Big Ben and went to see 

beautiful Westminster Abbey 

where some of us wanted to go 

because they remembered the wonderful TV pictures of William and Kate when they 

got married  there about a year ago. 

 

In the afternoon we walked along the Southbank of  

the  River Thames. It was great to be so close to 

the famous London Eye and to enjoy the pleasant 

atmosphere watching street artists and buskers.  

The time seemed to be running out fast. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Later we visited the  Globe 

Theatre where an actor with a 

heavy Scottish accent showed 

us around the round, 

reconstructed building and 

explained to us a lot about 

Shakespeare’s time.  Then we 

did a very funny Shakespeare 

Workshop and had a lot of fun 

acting out scenes from  the 

famous play Romeo and Juliet. 

All in all, it was a very nice day 

and we enjoyed our last day in 

London. 

 

 

Friday, 23 March – Enjoying the Seaside 

After we had packed our luggage and had had  our last breakfast  the families took 

us to Falaise Road  where the bus was already waiting. Time to say goodbye and 

thank you to our hosts. The last day of our trip began and we were very lucky to have 

such a sunny day. We first went down the hill to the stony beach where we spent 

over an hour  relaxing. The boys enjoyed themselves and started throwing gravel into  

the sea. It did not take long before  the bravest took off their shoes to check the 

temperature of the water. 

Later the teachers took us for a costal 

walk on West Hill. We really did not feel 

like going up the steep paths first but 

later we  were rewarded with a beautiful 

view of the coast. Back down town we had 

a quick visit to the local lifeboat station  

before we had  something typically British 

for lunch: Fish and Chips for all the class! 

Some of us were surprised to find the meal 

completely unsalted. It was very tasty but 

only after we had puts lots of salt on it. 



We were all really full and went to the cinema to see “Hunger Games” on the first 

day of release. 

Bus Journey Back Home 
 
After we got on the bus at 6 pm we left Hastings. Some of our classmates were sad 

about going back home but most of us were looking forward to sleeping in our  own 

beds. About an hour later we got to the ferry, everybody was in a good mood  and  

many of us started singing. In a big group we went through the ship looking for the 

doors to the deck to have some fresh air. Although it was cold and wet we had lots of 

fun. When the signal for going back to our groups sounded, we returned to our 

meeting point, got on the bus and left England. 

Some hours of travelling lay ahead. Most of our classmates  fell asleep quickly. Some 

hours later we phoned our parents to tell them about the arriving time and when to 

pick us up in Lüdinghausen.  Speaking  to our parents at that early time in the 

morning was very funny  because they were not awake at all. 

Finally  at about 5 am when we arrived at Burg Vischering it was still dark and we 

were looking forward to some more sleep knowing that we would have to be fit later 

to tell our parents about the lovely and exciting  time we had in England. 

 
 
 


